TO:

DECA State Conference Participants 
FROM:

Chapter Advisor
DATE:

March 16, 2011


SUBJECT:
State Conference Tomorrow!!
***NOTE: All highlighted text needs to be edited to reflect your local information/needs.***
Transportation/Time:

Transportation to and from the State Conference / Grand Rapids will be by charter bus. No personal cars are driven to/during the conference. All of the DECA activities will take place at several locations: the DeVos Convention Center, the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, the Courtyard by Marriott, the JW Marriott, and the Van Andel Arena.  All of these locations are connected by the Grand Rapids Skywalk System.

Should it become necessary for a student to leave the conference, special arrangements will be made through the advisor, principal and/or parent.  No personal cars are driven to/during the conference.
Code of Conduct:

All school rules apply at the conference and any violation will be dealt with accordingly. Michigan DECA’s Code of Conduct rules will also apply. You are representing the school and community at all times, please act accordingly. You never know when a judge may be watching – you’re always potentially making that “first impression”! 
Curfew/Security:

Each student will be given a room assignment and will be expected to be in their assigned room by curfew each night of the conference and remain there until 6:00am. The conference hotels and Michigan DECA have hired security personnel during this conference to ensure the participant’s safety. Conference delegates are not allowed to have visitors who are not guests of the hotel.  Anyone found in the halls after curfew will be taken to the security office to establish their identity. If the person is not a guest of the hotel, that individual could be arrested for trespassing and turned over to the Grand Rapids Police. Safety and security are taken very seriously.

How to Dress:

Students will need to wear professional dress clothes during much of the conference.  With the exception of the Saturday night hockey game, students will need to be in professional business attire. 

What to Expect:

Events will run similarly to the District competitions. The major difference is at the State Competition; students will compete in two role-play situations. 

On Friday, students will need to attend an Event Orientation, and should check the schedule after check in for the time and place they will report. Participants in written events will present Friday afternoon/evening and are expected to have a pencil and calculator (workbooks, notebooks, handouts are not allowed and cell phones, graphing calculators and/or PDA’s cannot be used as calculators). Quiz Bowl competition will also begin on Friday. Dinner will be the responsibility of each student delegate. The Opening Session and chapter meeting will take place Friday evening.

Saturday morning, breakfast will be provided for all delegates (business attire).  Students will have the opportunity to take the Math and Economics test.  During the day, delegates will complete their two participatory events (role-plays). Quiz Bowl competition will continue. Conference attendees will attend the Grand Rapids Griffins Hockey Game on Saturday evening, held at the Van Andel Arena.  The Arena is accessible using the Skywalk system from all the conference hotels. 

Sunday morning, breakfast will be provided for all delegates (business attire). The Grand Awards Session for all events as well as the Introduction to the New State Officers will be Sunday morning.  Parents and family are invited to attend the awards session.  A copy of the tentative schedule is attached.
International Conference Notes/Planning Ahead:

If a student delegate qualifies for the International Conference, please make note of the following:

· The International Conference will be held in Orlando, Florida on April 29 – May 4, 2011.
· The costs for the conference will be around $1000.00 per participant which includes flight, ground transportation, lodging, registration, some meals and registration. 

· In the past, the school has been able to pick up a portion of these expenses. Depending upon the number of qualifiers for the International Conference, we are expecting your cost will be $400.00 for this conference.  
· Please discuss with your family ahead of time if you will be able to attend the International Conference.
· If you cannot attend, I need a definite answer by Wednesday, March 23, 2011, since I need to inform Michigan DECA in order to contact your alternate.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (provide your contact info.)
***NOTE: All highlighted text needs to be edited to reflect your local information/needs.***
